FRENCH   POLITICAL  THOUGHT
but they denied the right to political freedom, clamoured for
force to come to the help of faith, declared that the Divine
yoke must be imposed upon all, praised and regretted the
Inquisition, declared that the principle of freedom was anti-
Christian and toleration a crime, that by freedom they meant
their own only."
The post-1848 Veuillot is in many ways a reincarnation of
Maistre, to whom he has often been compared. Not indeed
that he had to any degree the erudition of his spiritual ancestor,
but that the ideas, and to some extent the methods, are the
same. Veuillot, like Maistre, had one great positive and one
great negative principle from which to deduce his attitude to
any question as it arose: an unlimited obedience to the Papacy
and to the idea of authority it embodied, and a diseased fear
of liberty in every sphere of life; or, at least, of freedom
outside this obedience. "Freedom?" he once wrote: "why
use so often a term that so often means anarchy? This word
freedom comes to us from slave countries; it is devoid of use
in a Christian land." " It is ridiculous," he says on another
occasion, " to talk of freedom and of respect of opinions and
to cast reproach on the Inquisition and fear to see it revived.
. „ . The Church gives you all the freedom that decent people
need, and that is essential to human dignity."1 And many
years later he explained yet more fully what he meant by
freedom. " I have been accused," he wrote, " of once saying
that I claimed freedom from Liberals in the name of their
principles, and that I denied it to them in the name of mine.
That is not what I said. I claim freedom as a right I have from
my baptism, which made me worthy of and fit for freedom. It
is by renouncing Satan and all his works that I became free*
Those who have not received that same baptism and taken the
same pledges, or remember them only in order to deny them,
those are not worthy of freedom, are not free, and soon shall
no longer even appear to be free." 2
It follows from this that Veuillot adopts in their most
absurd logicality Maistre's most extreme theses against political
1	UUntocrs, 4th July 18^4, 2oth April and 2yth December 1855.
2	Ibid., 16th May 1876.
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